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COP 25 Decision On Markets More Important Than Human Rights
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COP25, Madrid, Spanien

After the first week of climate negotiations at COP 25, it becomes clear that governments are willing to
compromise Human Rights to adopt rules on Article 6 of the Paris Agreement that will endanger human
rights and harm the environment in the name of climate action.

A key issue is Article 6 of the Paris Convention, which deals with the transfer of emission reductions be-
tween countries and private actors and whose detailed rules are to be finalized this year.

“Under this article, there will be also a project-based mechanism that would finance climate projects
through the sale of emission certificates. This so-called Sustainable Development Mechanism will be the
successor to the Clean Development Mechanism, which has already been criticized many times for violat-
ing indigenous peoples’ rights,” said Patricia Bohland, from LIFE, Germany, who has followed the negoti-
ations about Article 6 from the beginning.

While preventing by all means that reduced emissions can be used for achieving climate targets in two
countries part of the deal, during the arrival of the ministers this week it has become clear that a compro-
mise would be to give up on the protection of human rights in favor of a decision on Article 6. “We need
high level support from countries that have shown support for human rights and safeguards being re-
flected in the text, including Mexico, Canada, Tuvalu, New Zealand, Switzerland, Costa Rica, Norway, and
the European Union,” added Erika Lennon, Center for International Environmental Law, USA.

In the meantime, climate activists from Chile who are campaigning against the Alto Maipo Project, a hy-
droelectric project near Santiago have arrived at COP 25. “This project endangers the supply of drinking
water and food production for the metropolitan area of Santiago,” said Chilean activist Marcela Mella.
She added, “We have lived the devastating impacts of carbon markets in Chile. Because they currently
lack social and environmental safeguards, they are causing environmental destruction and human rights
violations. As Article 6 rewrites these rules, it must substantively protect human rights and environmental
integrity. Anything less would condemn other communities to suffer harmful impacts similar to those that
we have endured as a result of the Clean Development Mechanism-registered Alto-Maipo hydroelectric
project.”

The project was financed among others by the German development bank KfW. The construction work
was carried out by an international consortium including German HOCHTIEF A.G., Italian C.M.C. Di Ra-
venna and the Chilean subsidiary of Austrian Strabag AG. CDM certificates can be sold under the EU Emis-
sions Trading Scheme.



LIFE and the Women and Gender Constituency strongly oppose the discourse of market mechanisms be-
ing a solution to the climate crisis. An immediate reduction of greenhouse gases at their source and in
industrialized countries is needed urgently since emission markets have not proven an equitable and ef-
fective climate measure in the past 20 years. Women and gender groups reiterate that the governments
do not have time left to continue promoting them as a solution, especially not if they do not make the
urgently needed contribution to increasing ambition and protecting human rights and introducing social
and environmental safeguards.

LIFE Education Sustainability Equality

LIFE is a non-profit organization founded in 1988. Our work focuses on projects and campaigns around
socio-political aspects such as education, sustainability and equal opportunities and inclusion. We are
based in Berlin, Germany and our main focus is on local and national aspects. Besides this we have a small
team working on international issues. The aim is to strengthen gender and climate justice within climate
action. We are closely collaborating with gender and climate advocates from around the world to make
local voices heard and are actively engaged in the UNFCCC.
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